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MEMORANDUM

	To:
	Referee Society Secretaries

	From:
	Richard Glynne-Jones

	Date:
	27th June 2008

	Subject:
	International Rugby Board (iRB) Directives 2008



Ladies and Gentlemen,

You may be aware that the iRB have this summer issued a directive stating that “match officials at all levels of the Game must referee the Tackle (Law 15) and the Ruck (Law 16) in accordance with the written Laws”. The iRB correspondence further states that “it has become evident that players are going to ground over or on ball carriers which has become known as sealing off. On some occasions they remain in that position and fail to move away contravening Law. Furthermore players are going to ground or on top of players after a tackle thereby ensuring that the opposition cannot contest possession. Such actions are in breech of Laws 15.6 (g), 15.7 (c) and 15.7 (d). Referees are requested to be more vigilant in this area of the Game and to ensure that both teams are treated equally at the breakdown.”

Referee Department Guidance

1. Please remember that the iRB are simply asking officials to referee the EXISTING Law. There have been no new Laws introduced in this area of the Game

2. The tackler MUST remain the referee’s first priority i.e. he/she must immediately release the tackled player and get up or move away from the tackled player

3. Referees must remain vigilant that both attacking and defending players remain on their feet after a tackle has occurred and do not VOLUNTARILY go to ground

4. If arriving players go to ground, due to their momentum, beyond the ball, and the ball is immediately available, then play should be allowed to continue

5. If arriving players go to ground due to their momentum but NOT beyond the ball, then they must be proactive in making the ball available

6. If a player “latches onto” the ball carrier and both players fall to ground, then they must be proactive in making the ball available


Please note that an iRB DVD, which highlights the illegal actions of players in this area, will be sent to Society Secretaries from Twickenham in the next 24 hours.


Should you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact a member of the Referee Development team.
Richard Glynne-Jones
Referee Manager
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