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MEMORANDUM

	To:
	Referee Society Secretaries
RFU Development Staff

CB Secretaries

Member Schools & Universities
	From:
	Richard Glynne-Jones

	Cc:
	Andrew Scoular
Chris Cuthbertson

Colin Major

David Martin

	Date:
	7th May 2008

	Subject:
	Experimental Law Variations (ELVs)


1.
ELVs to be Trialled
On 1st May 2008, the International Rugby Board (iRB) announced that it had approved a global trial of Experimental Law Variations (ELVs) for a 12 month period commencing 1st August 2008.  The trial at all levels of the Game will involve only a selection of the 23 ELVs that have been undergoing experimentation in approved tournaments around the world over the past 2 years.

The ELVs that are to be trialled worldwide and, thus, in the Community Game in England from 1st August, are detailed in Appendix 1.
In November 2009, iRB Council will consider all of the ELVs being trialled; a decision will then be made as to whether all or any should be accepted into full Law.
2. Additional ELVs

Selected ELVs are currently being trialled in various competitions in the Southern Hemisphere; they will continue to be trialled.
In addition, further selected ELVs will be trialled in an “elite” Northern Hemisphere competition in season 2008/9.

3. ELVs and the Youth Game
When the full details of the ELVs are received by the Rugby Football Union (RFU), their impact on our present U19 variations will be considered and appropriate guidance made available.

4. Communication and Training Process
We appreciate participants of the Game may be seeking some guidance and/or training materials from the Rugby Football Union (RFU).  We wish, however, to provide participants with high quality information and material only after a) the wording of the ELVs as it will appear in the Law Book has been received from the iRB, b) we have obtained clarification regarding the impact on the Youth Game and c) we have had an opportunity to facilitate further discussion between selected referees and coaches on the implications of the ELVs.  The following process will therefore be adopted:
	Date
	Event/Action (s)

	28th/29th June
	National Panel Officials conference takes place.  National League coaches and RFU development staff will be invited to further consider the refereeing, coaching and playing implications of the ELVs

	w/c 30th June
	Guidance and appropriate training materials will be provided to Referee Societies, clubs, universities and schools


	July/August
	Through the CB Coaching Committees, RFU Coach and Referee Development staff will organise CB training workshops at which the implications for refereeing, coaching and playing will be discussed


Richard Glynne-Jones
Referee Manager
Appendix 1 – ELVs to be Trialled Worldwide

	ELV
	Key Point (s)

	Assistant Referees

	Assistant Referees can assist referees in any manner required when appointed by a match organiser
	This currently happens.  Under the ELV, touch judges will be known as “assistant referees”

	Posts and Flags around the Field

	The corner posts, and posts at corner of touch in goal and dead ball line, are no longer considered to be in touch in goal except when a ball is grounded against the post.
	Under the ELV, a player can touch the corner post in the act of scoring and the try be awarded; this assumes that neither the ball or the player carrying the ball are in touch

	Lineout and Throw

	When a defending player receives the ball outside the 22 metre line and passes, puts or takes the ball back inside the 22 by any means, the following can occur:

· If the ball is kicked directly into touch, the lineout is in line with where the ball was kicked

· If a tackle, ruck or maul is subsequently formed and the ball is then kicked directly into touch, the lineout is where the ball crossed the touch line
	Under current Law, if the ball is passed back into the 22 and then kicked directly into touch, the lineout is in line with where the ball crossed the touch line

	A quick throw may be thrown in straight or towards the throwing team’s own goal line
	Under current law the ball must be thrown in straight.

	There is no restriction in the number of players who can participate in the lineout from either side (minimum of 2)
	Under current Law, the team throwing in the ball determines the maximum number of players in the lineout

	The receiver in a lineout must stand 2 metres back from the lineout
	This is not stipulated under current law; the “receiver” is the player waiting to receive the ball from a lineout who must stand between the 5m and 15m

	The player who is in opposition to the player throwing in the ball may stand in the area between the 5 metre line and touch line but must be 2 metres away from the lineout
	Under current law the player standing in the area between the touch line and 5m may join the lineout as soon as the ball is thrown. This can still happen but this player must do so from a start point 2m from the lineout. He must remain onside as per current law.

	Pre-gripping, lifting and using another team mate to lever is allowed
	Under current law none of these actions is allowed. Players may pre-grip a team mate providing they do not pre-grip below the shorts from behind and below the thighs from the front.

	Maul

	Players may defend a maul by pulling it down 
	Current law states that “a player must not intentionally collapse a maul”, which will remain the case.  Under the ELV, a player can pull down a maul by pulling a player down from his/her shoulder to hips

	Remove reference in Law to head and shoulders not to be lower than hips
	

	Scrum

	The offside line for players who are not in the scrum and who are not the team’s scrum half is 5 metres behind the hindmost foot of the scrum
	Under current law players not in the scrum are offside if they are in front of the hindmost foot of a teammate bound to the scrum.  
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